
 

 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent: Christmas Pageant 
 

8 December, 2019 
 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL - SAUC CHIMERS 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS, SILENT PRAYER 
 



THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

One: The Light shines in the darkness, 
All: but the darkness has not overcome it. 
One: During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily 
strength. 
All: The Lord gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak. 
One: We grow weary when fear over shadows faith. 
All: The Lord gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak. 
One: we grow weary when destructive actions erupt in 
the world around us. 
All: The Lord gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak. 
One: For all of us feeling weary this Advent season: 
All: Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as 
we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace 
of Christ as we speak. 

 
Candle Lighting 
 

One: This morning we light two candles. The first 
illuminates patience in the areas of our lives where 
God has called us to wait. The second candle extends 
the promise of strength to all who feel weary and weak 
in the shadows of this world. As we continue our 
Advent journey, may our hope be kindled as the light 
grows brighter. 

 
* “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”                 VU2      
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

 
All: Your word, Holy God, was written for our 
instruction. By your Holy Spirit open our ears and 
fill us with the mysteries of your ancient love; 
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 



 

 

PREPARING TO LISTEN  MORE Voices 97 
 
A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3: 1-12 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John 
wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you 
with[b] water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

 
One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23204b


OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger crude and 

bare, so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's 
alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, 
our heavenly King.   (VU 81, v.3) 

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: As we offer these gifts, O God, 
All: May we follow the Way of Jesus with courage 

and faith. Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS 

 
*“Angels We Have Heard on High”                        VU 38  
 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

One: Let us pray to the Lord, saying,  
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. 

We come to you this day, O God, 
with a deepening anticipation of your birth among us. 
We thank you for the gift of your love.  
Hear us, O God;  
All: your mercy is great.  

One: We pray for the church throughout the world, 
and for all the ministries that build up the body of Christ, 
that in our many vocations we may serve to your glory. 
Hear us, O God;  
All: your mercy is great.  

 
One: We pray for this nation and for all nations,  



 

 

remembering especially those who are victims of 
political and social injustice. 
We pray for elected officials and all leaders, 
that they will govern with courage and equity. 
Hear us, O God;  
All: your mercy is great.  

One: We pray for all in need: 
for the sick, the destitute, and the dying; 
for strangers in our land, for the invisible ones; 
for the elderly and children; for parents and 
grandparents; for those who live alone and those who 
live lonely in the midst of family. Hear us, O God;  
All: your mercy is great.  
 
One: We remember with mercy those who sleep 
without shelter, cold and vulnerable, lacking enough 
food; those who are overworked and those who have 
no work. Stir up in us the capacity to see ourselves in 
their struggles and to act so that others may have life 
abundant. Hear us, O God;  
All: your mercy is great.  

One: We give thanks for the saints who have gone 
before us asking that our gratitude for their witness be 
apparent in all that we do. Hear us, O God;  
All: our mercy is great.  

 
One: May all that we ask and all that you see is needed 
in our world, be given to your people; through Christ, 
our Lord. 
 
All: Amen.  

 
THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 



* “Joy to the World”                                                 VU59   
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 
 

One: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

* “Asithi Amen” Voices United 431 
  
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009);  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 8 DEC 2019 
Young Adult Spiritual Development 

Many ministries these days are wondering what they 
can do to serve young adults. In 2015, a small team of 
youth and young adult leaders in Southern Ontario met at 
Five Oaks Education and Retreat Centre to envision a 
resource that could be used by the church to accompany 
young adults as they discerned questions of vocation and 
meaningful work. 

The hope was to create an opportunity for spiritual 
development that was more advanced than youth 
confirmation, but more accessible and broad than the 
discernment process for paid accountable ministry. The 
Discoverment Process was born out of those 
conversations. It launched as a free online curriculum in 
early 2017. The Discoverment Process is a seven-session 
small-group program that brings together young adults 
finishing high school, or in their 20s, with adult mentors to 
explore questions of faith in the 21st century. 

With additional funding from Mission & Service via a 
Vision Fund for Flourishing Ministry Programs’ grant, the 
Discoverment Process is currently developing a workbook 
for individual use, as well as a series of retreats where 
young adults can engage with the Discoverment materials 
over a weekend. 

Mission & Service supports programs like the 
Discoverment Process that offer a way for young adults to 
discern what God is calling them to. 

 

 

 

 



Last week’s sermon summary: In the Mean Time 
 

December! This is my kind of month! I was born, baptized, 
married, came to Canada in December! All the good things 
happened in December. But we are just entering the season of 
Advent. Anyone who has traveled with kids for vacations would 
has heard this question a million times: Are we there yet? Not 
yet. Prophet Isaiah gives us a vision, a dream: Break down our 
warring ways and learn peace. He said it a long time ago, and it 
is a vision we are still struggling with. Will war and violence 
ever disappear? While this can be a despairing question, as 
Christians, we keep the hope alive. 

We are in the mean time – the world we are in, and the 
world that is to come.  So we wait and prepare. Are we there 
yet?  Not yet. Waiting is no fun, yet we spend quality time in our 
lives in waiting: Wait for the medical report, result, paycheck, to 
do a surgery, the next job, electric power to return, and so on. 
What do you do when we are waiting? It feels like eternity, 
forever… 

What time is it? What time is it?  We are in the “mean” time. 
Waiting is a trial time. It means to test our endurance. No 
wonder we normally don’t like waiting.  But precisely the Advent 
Season is sandwiched between time, between our reality and a 
better time. That can be mean. Asian theologian Yung Young 
Lee calls it, in between time is fully in neither (so 
philosophical!). In our searching for a quick fix and instant 
results, God makes a promise to us that God is not too far 
away from us. Not the same as to stay put, but courageous to 
believe that God has new things for us to do; and God’s justice 
will come and guide us. Christianity offers: a different reality, a 
peace reality… but it is still a working progress.  Advent always 
invite us to imagine, to hold on to a faith that trusts God is 
journeying with us and within us. If Advent is about longing: it 
means we are historians. We understand where we came from 
and are longing to participate in God’s justice. It means we are 
sojourners, always traveling from place to place – may not be 
literally, but spirituality, socially. It means we are (still) moving. 
Are we there yet? Not yet, but close. 


